Schuylkill County Gems

Grist for an Ethnic Heritage Exhibit
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by Michael & Carrie Nobel Kline

folklorists to spend time in @uylkill County imbibing the deep and viad

ethnic traditions that brm the human wealth of the count It has been our job
and our jg to exploe and celelate the ichness of cultal expessio that alls out
from al comers of the counyt from Pennsyvania Dutch ham and dandeliosup
pers to Rissian @thodox Christmas @ pawmde in stoy and sag.

Our edict has been to listen and@ivak what we hae head. With the pee
ple of Shuylkill County we hae colabomtively designed an exhibit to help us hear
one anotherWe hope that in heamng loal stoies of famy and conmunity,
Schuylkill County residents wilfind hope and detenination to work with picks
and sheels,pens and papgrasty and butterto sae this egia through shear and
unabashed lee.This means leing the coalegio and al its inhabitantsmost al
of wham hawe emigated hee from other lands and siggled to dapt to nev ways
and hold mto what was deast about hme

I n 2004 the shuylkill River National and $ate Heiitage Area hied us aswo

HOSPITALITY: A SCHUYLKILL STRENGTH
e found &ross the counta logstanding abili to survive and a pr-
W found git for hospitalit, one that cosses &kthnic lines fom Easten
and Westen Europe to dl paits of Asia,Africa, the Meditermanean,
Latin America and the Midde EastWe wonder if couny residents &n shae in
ways that benef themseVes and offr work for their families.

This means leing and valuing &wylkill's ovn traditions enough to belie
that they can translate into meanirigl employment, striving to offer hospitaliy,

genealog,and wam meals fom the couny’s vared tablesPeople of this natio ar seeking ser
footing, a deeper understanding of theivm ethnic heitage. Stuylkill County people hay not
lost their avn cannectian to cultural rots.So “Schuylks”are in a special positicto redefne their
livelihoods y rolling out the ed @rpet to 0otless Anelicans in se@h of a taste of hme.
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For that matteymary of the ethnic ta-
ditions that suvive in Shuykill County
hawe e/en died out in their counies of oi-
gin. So intemational travelers also seek their
heritage in the Rnnsyvania coalegim.

Anthony Kudilla: Over the yars | vorked
with Jan Levin's Polka Band and antime |
had an oppotunity I'd pick his brains about
what it was like in Bland,especidy behind
the Iron Curtain. When | asked him what
kind of music thg played in Pland, he
smiled at me and sallassial music and
rock and oll.” And I'd sg, “And what about
the polkasthe obetics andasdishes?And
hed sg,“Only in Pennsyvania,New Jersg
Connecticut, and Chiag.” And then |
asked him W hat kind of bod do yu eat in
Poland?*Well, pork and ticken and beef
And | said,”"W hat about the piergies and
halugkies?’And he smiled at mé&Only in
Pennsyvania,New Jersg Connecticut,and
Chicagn.”

And | asked him;Why is that?’And
this is hav he explained it to meéHe said
that at the beginning of the last cenputhe
eaty 1900sal the people emigited fom
Easten Europe and settled in difent cels
or pokets in the eastarUnited SatesAnd
they created these ethnic wonunities.And
they despeately tried to maintain the digni
ty of their county by keepingespecidy the
religion, the polkasand the bod.And they
kept it hee.They never outgew it beause
they just wanted to keep thabing. He said
that the little dans vould gt together and
let’s face it,in Schuylkill County we hae al
kinds of ethnic goups hee,and the/ would
settle in these little neighbleoods keeping
their religion and ethnic dods and ethnic

music.
T thought out,heatfelt oral testime
nials Shuylkill County residents
imparted to us.Our secet? ListeningWe
listen with ful, rapt attentio for hours at a
time, with neither an interuption nor a
questim. When listening we withhold
judgment.We do not ofér our avn inter-
pretation. We just engag and entin with

ARE YOU LISTENING?
his exhibit is a quilt of deepl

the directian of the teler. Try it if you dae.
It is a wild iide.

The results a in this exhibitThey ae
in the Pottsvile Free Riblic Library as 60
unedited CDsavailable dr aryone to hear
Some of the ecodings ae of dwurch sewic-
es, hymns and 6lk sags sung in the
tongues of drebeaers.Most of the ecod-
ings ae tapesies of spken mastgpieces,
told by Schuylkill County residents who ta
waited a loag time Pbr soneme to cane
along and tuly listen.

We wondered haw to justly exhibit eth
nicity in a povince so ich. Ultimately we
decided to patt together and co-mingle
individual naratives whiti e>emplify ethnic
life,single squas ather than yais of solid
fabric, a cazy quilt of Shuylkill County
life. Go out yourself and @d textue. Se
and hear with ne@ eyes and ears the sies
of your owvn family and neighborsnd if you
realy want to beak devn the wal, cross
into another tevnship and celebte some
one elsis holidy.

ETHNIC IDENTITY
BREEDS CHARACTER
Wally Baan (fhob alowe):W hat we shae is
custan and tdition that goes bek for cen
turies.We shage a 2st br life and an eer-

powering desie to succeed that has been

instilled in us in wgs that ve, een nw,
dont realy understandWe ae stil able to
retain sanething from the past that is@pd,
an ethnic identiy that gies us learacter, a
sense of histgra true meaning of the pm-
ise of America.

HIGH P ERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE IN
THE U.STRACE ROOTSTO THE
EASTERN PA COAL REGION

Wayne Bwmen:Pennsyvania Gemans vere
amag the frst settlers in the faning aea.
And then as coal was diseted you hal the
rush of Easter Europeansespecidy in the
northem paits of the count. The canals and
the railroads hal a lot to do with the mae-
ment of people and brging in goods and
sevicesTwenty pecent of the people in the
United Sates an trace their pots bak to
the five counties in the anthcite regia.
The name Baven isWelsh.But that's piob-
ably the smdest pat of our mots.My fam-
ily is mosty Pennsyvania Geman.

MEANI NG OF TH E EGGS
Georgine Bdrik: Pysankia means to nite.
It’s witing on an egg with waxThis art
form has its agins in the lie,death andes
urrectiom of Christ. Each village in the
Ukraine ha its own traditions of pysanki.
They did a lot of vood-carving. The women
did emboidery. They were \ery atistic and
this was oe wg of passing the timero
long, cold winter @enings.

The women duing Lent would stat
decoanting eggs dr the axcaming Christ.
On Easter Maday you hal to give your
best egg awalf somebody wanted a fanyil
and the veman couldit get pregnantyoud
give her an egg with ehicken o it for fer-
tility. If somebody was having a ldatime,
youd give them an egg designed with & lat
tice over geen br prospeity and @od

Ree to the bdlet,"Comed the Old Count A Handlod for Rreseving and Shamg Shuylkill Coungs Culural Heiitage for frst seps in
or@nizing the kind alulural heitage buiism that @akes ird acount a wideaxiety ofintempretationsa touism that is tally evned and
opeated andemains on a marade sale This lodlet also @&k desiptions otulural traditions ve bund in the coyntisted ly ethnic pup
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Mary Kavalonek Adrulonis:

health.Famers vould bury the pysanki br
good hawest.In pagan timesgold colors
meant iches in the gound,you knaw, for
the wheat to gow. Then when $ Andrew
brought Chiistianity to Ukraing gold came
to persaify the Sn of God.Orange meant
the mom that shavn down on the people
Blue synbolized the teadrops shed ¥ the
Blessed Mother and @ular designsepre-
sented neer-ending etemity. S0 everything
on an egg means is@thing

| saw the eggs gwing up as aluld but
| didnt see them being a¢® My grand
mothers vere afaid and my mm was afaid
to do them in the open becse thg were
persecuted @r in the Wkraine under
Communism br doing them.So they were
always dae at night behind losed doors.
So finally our geneation stated sging,
“Hey,| want to lean how to do thesé Well,
little by little they stated shaving usshow-
ing the eggs at Easter time

COAL CRACKER KIDS

Bob Mulhalll was mised wo miles in the
Hecksderville Valley in Greenbuy. My dad
was tish. My mother wasshe alvays said,
Pennsyvania Dutch. They used to ifht
about usWhen we did sonething my dd
used to sg “That’s the dumb utchman’
My mother would sg, “No, it’s the thik-
healed Irish.” So you take wur pid! Like |
said | dant think theres ary of us thas 100
percent rish,but we al act it. That'’s the best
pat of it.

We male our evn things to do as kids.

Kick the @n. We pla/ed basebhlin our
barefeet in the slush darie went out at 8
odock and wed cane hane for supperBut
we never got in trouble ealy. We al had our
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Kowalonek kitbasa

chores to dotaking @re of about 200tack-
ens,work in the gaden with my mothergo
pick coalcra it, sceen it.Take the gdvage
out.We al had jobs to dolt made me a bet
ter persa. It made us dlbetter peopleWe
respected people andwespected Ié.

HOW KOWAL ONEK’S KIELB ASY
CAME TO BE

Mary Kavdonek Adrulonisl was rised a
the same séet whee I'm living now. | was
the secod one bon. And we lived a plain
life. The butcer shop was dunstairs and
we lived upstairsOh, my mother was so
crossShe loved to cussMy mother decided
to move from down the steet. She said,
“Hey, we'e not gtting arywhee.” She sgs
to my fathey“Joe we'e ging to buy that
house a Chestnut $eet. It’s beautiful.
We'll fix it up.”

My father @ame up to lok at it. He
sy/s,“Why?W hat ae we ging to do hee?
These ae al Irish people he.| just know
how the Pvlish people edt.

My mother said,'He stood thee and
cried, like, I'm ging b Hdl.” She said;No,
we'le caning out of Hel.”

So thats how it stated.Oh, my moth
er wanted to gt out of that plae davn
belav. She couldft stand the lantbrd. My
mother would sg to him,“I'm a geenhon
too, and so a you,and dat show off, and
dont bleed us likegqu ae.” S they ame up
here and thg stated.

My mother was a dreigner but she
tried to talk English to the best of her abili
ty. My father, at that time would sg, “What
do they want when thg ask ér this or this
or this?”And my mother wuld sg, “It's
this.” My mother, she was drtunate She

Breal at Lelbugs Meican Gocey,

could speak ¢lish and LithuanianAnd my
father knev Polish and moe Russianpr the
Hungarian.And thats hov KowaleKs gt
stated.

My mother, she held the axover my
father Shed sg, “Such a damn dummy
How did you ever gt out of the Qd
Country?” And she was barin the Od
Country, but she was a ¢giwhen she ame
here. My father was the best man in the
world in my ees.He was so kind and
patient. Oh, thats a Godsend to hav
patienceHis name was JoseKowalmek.

OLD CULTURES IN

THE CHURCHES
Geard Suadail: The churches hag a lot to
do with the pesevation of cultue beause
eah of the dwrches hd their ovn unique
ethnicity. So even tody if you @ into a
Lithuanian dwrch you'll see a Lithuanian
flag off to the side of the altar

My church, which is dyng out beause
we'lre so intemarried, still today will sing
sane Lithuanian sngs.And there ae stil
things biought up about being Lithuanian.
They still sel Lithuanian deese o cetain
Sundays, a dier form of famers’cheeselt
reminds pu of feta dieese without being in
the biine, and pobabl a cavs’milk insteal
of a gratsmilk.

There ae sone people like nself that
are poud of being Lithuanianl used to
think that, oh, | wish | was 100 peent
Lithuanian, that | didnt hawe al this other
exta luggag. It’s like being a mitt. |
thought Id rather be just the per thing
And then yu stat looking at your other
cultures and | éund out | ha sane Fend
in me and that mde me poud.And | was



Lithuanian Kucios &y Suppr,St.Clair

almost elated toirid that al Pennsyvania
Dutchies vererit German,beause & were
Swiss.And then | found out that | did hag
German, beause the Biklemans were
Germman.So then | decided it was nice to be
Geman,too. | dont know why it is tody,
but young people stilidentify with their
family cultues.

NO QUESTIONS ASKED
Pek Yasertak:My father was the ltairman
of the curch boad of trusteesso the piest
was alvays at our house talking seething
about the burch. And hed cane into the
house and sa“Joe (that was my fatherye
hawe a funeal tomorrow.”

From the kitchen would cane my
mothers wice “Petro will be thee.” I'm
Petro. That's my name in Qvic, in my
native languag. Insteal of Reter its Retro. |
had no doice in this,I'm upstairsit’s not
like, “I have sanething else to d6l was wol-
unteeed.That was it!

And that was my ebyr life apund the
church beause | wasolunteeed for wed
dings,for funeals,for whateer happened.
had Divine Liturgy at 8:00 and again at
10:30 @ Sunday momings. Then | had
Vespers in thevening at 7:00.

So I'm in high stool. I'm a Senior.
And | said to my mm, “I'm not going to
Vespers toight beause | hae a date with
Mil lie, and my mother s, “Oh, that’s
okay,” she sgs.“Church is at 7:00you @n
go for your date at 7:30And that was that.

GRAPE VINE SHADE FOR 20
Rich Fedeiska:On my fatheis side of the
family my gandpaents @ame ®er from
what would be the Ced Republic tods

right after WW I. And my gandfather died
when al of my aunts and ures vere quite
young Well one of the wgs you suwived

back in those dgs was gu gew.If you hal

land you hal a giant gaten.

My bubba ha wine cocks and a hug
grape vine that was so big thatenty peoe
ple could sit under iSo she sold wine to the
miners to make aefv extia dolars.She sold
homemale beal. She male sanething
called nutoll. She would make them and
sel it.

So even though pu didrit hawe those
sakty nets 100 gars ag or 75 gars ag, you
improvised and gu male up as qu went
along. And everyone dme it. But that was
one of the wgs if you didrit hawe an atual
job to go to. You jared.| think some people
jarred 700 or 800 Masojars of fuits and
vegetablesBeause | used to \e to sneak
down to the cold ditbasement and just |&o
at al the Masm jars lined up

A MAR RIAGE MADE
IN A BOARDING HO USE

Emil Simalejka:My parents ame brm the
Carpathian Mountains of what was then
Czethoslovakia in 1912They were oligi-
naly from the same MViége,a smdlfarming
community very much like Hedksdelville.
Very little future for my father thes. At 18
he would hae hal to g into the Rrvice
and he wanted no p@rof that.

So he and arfend walked  night to
Hamburg Gemary and ame to Anerica,
to New York, and ended up in
Hecksdherville. He got work at the
Thomasta Colliery and then when the
had the big stikes thee he hd to g to
work in a bootleg holeand they were alvays

Pet&r Yasenckak in Byatine Male Choir

getting shut devn by the Coal & Fkon
police

Then my dal found out my mother was
in New York. One of the neighborgém the
vilage bak home @me up to
Hecksderville and told him she wasork-
ing in New York as a bapsitter thee. S he
got on the train and vent to New York look-
ing for her and hedund her

He said,“Come m, we’l go and gt
married.Up in Hecksdherville, Pennsyvania
| hawe a house andlahe fumishings wpu
need” And my man told the stoy later
said,"Yeah he hal the house andlahe fur-
nishings,but he didrt sg arything about
the ten boaders that | hd to cok and wash
clothes or that were living in the same
house’ All the boaders veorked different
shifts. And she hd to cok meals ér them.
And every two years she ltha bak. It was
tough work for her

DAD’S LUNCH BUCK ET
Margaret Curan:| live in the same house |
was bon in. We plajed basebhlWe went
out on our avn for the dg. You hal no wor-
ries.My father was a mineHe was a beak
er bo at the ag 12.He went to third grade.
He could ad better than | could todaHe
would sit davn with a long sheet of paper
and hed hae that alded up bedre we could
haw it done But he said lyou need isqur
basic athmetic and pu hae what pu
need.We hal had times.He only worked
sanetimes wo or three dgs a veekWe hal
the suplus hieeseBut we never realy felt
like we were poorbeause eerybody was in
the same boaChristmastime gu gt one
gift. And it was dlyou wantedYou got an
orange in your sto&ing. And it was geat.
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My mother was fom New Jersg She
moved up hee when her pants diedat 16.
Met my father hee. Theres memoies like
waiting for your dal to cane hane to gt
sanething out of his lunie budet that he
didnt eat,like a jely sandwib.

Liz Quinn: It had a special taste to it,
didn't it?

Margaret Curan:It did. It had a differ-
ent taste to the jg} that was in that lurtc
can.He died of blak lung He was in the
mines fom the time he was 12 until he was
about 60My mother went to the fatory to
lean to sev. She seved our tothes But they
leaned eerything themseles.l mean she
had to lean to sev for us beause w didrit
hawe arything.

We went to Pottsvile twice a gar when
| was a kidWhen | was aldld we went for
our Christmas outt and our Easter ouitf
That's the aly time that | eer saw
Pottsville. Well that was geat.We went and
had ice ceam befre we @me hone And
that was like the bigest thing br our life for
the year! And todg, it’s nothing to @ to
Pottsville from Hecksderville. | carnit
explain the wa it realy wasBut we hal no
stress like the kids havnav. We were \ery
fortunate beause nobody kids wil hawe
what we hal hee.

TH E BRAIN DRAIN

Roy Narula: | was mised in Detoit,
Michigan.My father @ame to this counyr
from India in the 1950sWe aly ha five
Indian Skh families in Detoit. And our
whole steet was Catholic and Hungan.
Both of my paents vere Indian ty ancesty,
100 pecent.My mom was bon and mised
in Burma and my da&was bon and mised in
Kenya.My grandfather was ahysician in
the Biitish Army in Kerya.My grandfather
came bak to India. It was just the wgathe
British sot of shuffled people aund.

And when thg came to India thez was
a warand the Bitish sot of divided India
into two, Pakistan and Indialhe northwest
of India, the Sate of Runjab whee they
were from, was divided intowo. And he lost
most of his famil. It was the largst masses
shuffled aound in the histoy of the globe
There was so och holoaustso mary peo
ple kiled o both endsThe Hindus and
Sikhs were killed by the Muslims,and the
Muslims were killed by the Hindus and
Sikhs.And they al had to leae al belmg-
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ings,eerything behind.

So both of my pagnts vere in refuge
camps aer World War Il with a zero dolar
in their podket. They lost eerything. And
then they stated their life al over again and
went to stool in India.My dad was a pysi-
cian,and my maon was a nursé&nd then my
dad was assistant dictor of the natioal
communicable diseases orgaaiion for the
govemment of India. And he went to
Washingtm, D.C. to present a papeAnd
that was the er in the US of “brain drain.”
They picked up eery brainy persa from
every country,brought them to the Us And
they kept him hee.

INTER-ETH NIC L IVING
Thoma$Vard: The roads bak then were dirt
roads.And there was avund mgbe 30 dou
ble houses in the pdtovhee | lived. And
that means ther was a famjl on one side
and yu were i the other sideAnd it was
an ethnic onss-sectio of peopleThere was
Polish and tish, English. My family was
both English andNelsh.

And | think we were unique asund
here,be@use of &lthe cioss sectio of eth
nic people that w hal hee. We probaby
didnt hawe the poblem that thg hawe in
different cities todg Sure you hal battles,
but | think we gt alang \ery well.

My mom could sg “Go next door and
ask br a bavl of sugaf And we would g
over. Wed give the bavl of sugarAnd that
sugar wuld be bought bak the next time
we would get our sugalWe could leas our
doors openWe could leaw our windavs
open.Nobody vould bother them.

Emil Simadejka:My wife and | met at a
polka danceShe was fom Fradcville. We
went up to Fadville, four or fve of us when
we used to pal aund.Went up to Fadcville
to the Russian Hendy Club to a dance
there ane night and thas whee | met her
Danced with her oce or wice that night
and then saw her a couple oéeks later at
another danceFinally asked her toaout.
Ten manths later ve were marred.

She was a Wrainian git from
Fradville, Katheine Kalman,and she hap
pened to lie right next door to the
Ukrainian Club Every natimality had a

club, the Lithuanian Club wup in
Shenandoah,the Ukrainian Club up in
Fradkville, the Irish Club wup in

Mackeysburg We used to hit them &l
That’s whee you used to meet the dgr

We used to g to the dancegake o
tee shits and a pair of tusersMiddle of
the night yud hawe to dang dothes
beause gu were soaking wt. Once we
stated we never quit for the whole night.

In those dgs it was nothing to seetir
or five gils bumming rdes to @ to the
dances at &kevood.The guys would pidk
them uptake them to the danc&heyd find
a wgy hame with sanebody elselt didn't
matter, there was no fury stuff or nothing
It was just that eeryone loved to @ out and
dance And thats what thg did. The girls
would think nothing of hitdhiking up to
Lakevood or Fadville from &. Clair.
There was neer ary problems.

THAT CL OSENESS

Rosie Snedl: We hae geat memaes of
growing up o Fairmont Avenue in the
housing poject in Pttsvile, beause w
established sticgreat elatimships gowing
up at that time And wheneer we run into
the people that lied up in that aga with us,
we alvays stop and havlang coversatios,
trying to get eah other updated in their
family and our famil.

Our kids todg hae no idea of the
closeness that our families sbargowing
up. The Qullivans who lied next door to us,
their dad died.Our dad died.Even sane of
the tragedies that happened in @afamily,
we were thee to confort each other And
we were able to elate beause w went
through the same expence

We would be outside a lot of times to
10:00 and 11:00 at night plimg dodgebal,
kickbal. There were a lot of kids,just
between our famiy, which has 10 and
Sullivans, which | think had eight. Our
house wasrothe end,and thee was a big
open spee out in the bek of our house
where we plajed most games &$o the kids
always gatheed apund the houseAnd my
mom was neger fussy about a lot of kids
around the housevly mom never was fussy
about kidshoise

HE'D CONSTANT LY QUIZ ME
Mantura Gallaghe | was mised in the
Pottsville. I've spent dl of my life in
Pottsville. My father was the soof Italian
immigrants. My father did not lean to
speak English until he was in thiest grade



My mother is the ganddaughter of
Lebanese immiagnts o her matenal and
patenal sides.

| was most exposed to my matelt
grandpaents,and the had a geat deal of
influence @ me in my ébrmative yearsHer
name was Joskjpe Joulvan.And he was
Solomon Jouan. His parents were
Mantura and Mideael Jouvan.The docu
ment an the wal of my offce hee is my
grandfathels citiznship And it was issued
from this couny from this office 100 gars
ag. Not only was it my geat-gandfatheis
citizenshipbut it was issueddm this office
in which | work. They lived hee in
Pottsvile.

When my geat-gandfather ame
here, he found himself in Bttsvile beause
he conpaed this aeathe fettile valeys and
the beautiful mountain$o what he knev in
Tulla, Lebanm. So he thought hé settle
here,and he began hisaeer hee as a ped
dler of notims and eligious aticles.l have
his businessard with his name in Aabic as
well as in EnglishAfter a Bw years he ent
back to Lebanam and maried Mantura and
brought her bek to Pottsville.

As | was gowing up he was diitely
the patiarch in our family, and eduation
was ery important. You hae to emember
he died in 1960My great-gandfather hd
the foresight to ealiz that a woman--. A
lot of people at that time Ideed at vomen
as people who didmeed to knev math and
didn't need to master sciencand didrt
ewen need to be edated.

W hen | would visit him,| hawe no ec
ollection of ary canversatim that ever began
with any thing else other tharfMantura,
eight times seen,” or “Mantura, what
President 6llowed Butanan?’Hed cm-
stantly quiz me He was ery interested in
acalemic peformanceand the esults sha
it in my family. He was ery forward thinking.

EARNING A BANAN A
Pek Yaserwak: My father worked in the
mines,and &idently he wasery tough,very
clever. But on payday he would cane hane

with the most beautiful hand of bananas.

We're talking Depessio Days hee. But
sanehov Pop would biing those bananas.

And he would set those bananas the
table And then yu would kneel in font of
that table and he auld ask;'W hat did you
leaning in sdool today?”in his bioken

English. And you hal to go and explain
what you leaned.And he was sitting ther
like the judeg. ‘Hmmm. That's al?” And

youre trying to think of moe things and,
“That’s al?”

And then fnally hed lodk over at my
mother and sa“You think thats enough?”
And being a tne motheyout of canpassia,
she vould sg, “l think so.” And then yu got
your banana.

LEARNING TO COOK
LEBANE SE FOOD
Mantura Gallaghe My grandmother taught

me hav to cok. When she was about 80

years old she insisteShe hal been asking
for about 10 gars bejre that,and | was
resistingAnd | was esistant beause | did
n't want to stop needing heAnyway, when
| finally went davn, we male an appoint
ment. We hal a standing appointmenof
Sunday momings at 10:00.

So | did that for these 12 awsecutie
Sundays.l would g to her houserm Secad
St., and she wuld hae al of the ingedients
realy for me And duiing the week | would

haw told her what my next wish was to

lean. So she wuld hae it al realy for me

And as soo as | wuld walk in she
would lok the door She was &ry protective
of her ecipesand nobody else wasigg to
come in hee, beause she kme they al
wanted themBut we coded for 12 caisee
utive Sundays, and | leaned al of the
recipes that lealy needed to ddt was bur
years later when she passedyawa

A CULMI NG INFLUENCE
Les& Hirst: | was mised theifst 12 years
of my life in ShenandoahAnd | feel as
though the aea ealy affected my fame of
referencel never lost that perspectvt was
beautiful and smetimes sa too, a didoto-
my. There was thisich heiitage of the coal
regins, but on the outside gu see the
sarred hils that 've written about.
Shenandoah,back in 1917 ha the
largest squar mile in the eastar hemk
sphere. It had dose to 30,000 peopl&Ve
had lots of ethnic diersity when | was a kid.
And on one hand it was like fanyilevery-
whete: the Italian friends dovn the blog,
and the Ples hee,and the J&ish canmu-
nity. And we hal quite a Jeish canmunity,
which we dat have nmuch now. At one time
we hal about 150 familiegr appoximately

500 people in the %d@sh canmunity. We
had the canmunity centerthe temple lots
of ectivity. So | grew up in an ethnially
diverse aga:the Irish and the--,oh my, so
mary people fom diverse cmmunities.
And we al spdke with a similar ecent:Yez
guys,” “what-cha-ma-all-em,” “yo taly hq”
all these diféerent phrasesl was tuly a coal
regian persa, running aound the cemeter
ies with friends,sliding davn coal heapsr
culm banks andegting al this coal dust in
my heal.

My grandfatherwho was named éster
Hirsh, was a peddr at frst. Came to this
country from Lithuania,and | dant think he
ewen spéie English at the timeHe came to
this county and me by one bought his
family over. He tried to establish himself in
the in the late 180084y father was theiffst
in his geneation to be bon in this county.
I'm a secod geneation Lithuanian.

My grandfather was aew religious
Jav, and they would alvays invite a stanger
in on a Fiday night for a mealeery Fiday
night. Could be a beggamathe steet.And
that was aitual that was bwught over from
Europe

OUTDO OR BAKE OVEN
IN THE PATCH

J@ Béucci:| was mised in 8enandoah,
down in a patb we alled Brownsvile. My
dad laid up a bakewen out of bicks in the
yaid. My mother used to make pia2Wvhen
it was dme shél cal all the neighbors in,
and ereryone would sit davn at the table to
eat.The next door neighborsere Geman
and the used to makeye beda, realy rye
bread. And they invited us eer for that.
When yu tasted thatyoud taste it br a
week.The old timersthe gandmother and
grandfatherthey wouldrit eat it with butter
Theyd eat it with faback. Everything was
homemale

A CORNISH GE RMAN
STAT E REPRESENTAT IVE
Dave Agall: My mothers famil is from S.
Clair. My fathers famiy is from
Midd lepott. I've been living in &uylkill
County just about &l my life. We're
Cornish.There was alprase in a bdothat
said,’If you lo in the bottan of a mining
pit you will find people fom Comwal.” So
| suspect | knw why they came to
Schuylkill County in the 1820sHe was
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actualy a shoemaker

My mothers a hunded pecent
Pennsyvania Geman or Rnnsyvania
D utch. My grandpaents maed hee.There
wererit mary jobs bek in Montgomery
County in the 1930sThey moved to S.
Clair. I dont think there were a lot of
Pennsyvania Dutch families in & Clair, but
they were e

My grandmothels maiden name was

Schultz. Her people meed hee in the
1730s beause of eligious persecutioin
Salicia,which is nov Poland,but was then
Germman-speakingFortunately for me they

kept wonderful recods,and so it was easy to

trace my gandmotheis family al the wg
back to the boat that the got off of, the S.
Andrews,doding in Philadelphia in 1734.

In my grandpaents hane, or the fami

ly reunians, | would hear them speaking

Germman,usualy when thg didnt want the
kids to understand:ve studied Ganan six
yearslt still didnt help me nuch with the
dialect. I'll be invited to the loal

Grundshauthe Groundhog DinnersAnd |

usualy understand the fe@s,until they get
to about the punle line. So | guess it a bit
of a disdvantag that | never leaned the
dialectThe only thing that my gandpaents
taught me—And I'm told that it's standat

fare, that just about eery kid in a
Pennsyvania Dutch household leas: It

translates to“Can you atdh flies?Yes,if

they stand stil” W hich isrit all that helpful,
but it’s what the teah you.

TUTORING IN TH E PATCH
Je B#ucciil can emember as aoyng kid
growing up in the pato talking lItalian at
home with my motherSo I'd go to sdool
and the teeher would ask a questioand Id
put my hand up and staransvering in
Italian. I'd hawe to stop and then gait in
English.

The sdool tezhers,the piincipal,they
lived iight in the patt too, and if | did
sanething wong, the principal would see
my dal in church and tel him about it.
Most of the teahers vere Irish. They were
alrealy Ameiicanized, they hal the lan
guag, where the ltaliansthe Lithuanians,
they al talked their ovn languag.

So when shool was wer the teahers
would g hame and eafThen theyd cane
down and kno& at my man and dal's door

24 Schuylkill Liviagavie

and my mother ha one of them bigold-
fashioned ound tablesMy mother and dd
would sit thee and the teehers taught them
how to real and wite English, and talk
English,at no darge. Todey if you tutored
with samebody wpud hae to pg, right? And
all those Lithuanians andd#ish,they taught
them, ewvery night a diferent hane The
whole week,that's what thgd do We of
course didihhawe electicity,so the/d hawe a
big oil lamp in the midte of the tableAnd
they taught my mother and da

LITTL E ENGL ISH

Join  Rdrigue: | live in  Aubum,
Pennsyvania.| was bon and mised in
Mexica That's whee my man still lives.
When yu lean samething it is alvays
good,be@use it could be that maorrow you
might need to use that andoy might be
stuk right on the spot.l still got a lot to
lean. | think basially, humans neer stop
leamning, or never lean everything, be@use
there ae alvays nev things caoning out.

It is realy sa when pu gt to go
sanewhere and pu dat know how to ask
for whaterer you want.Then you try to use
your little English,and they dant under
stand.And it's kind of fustrating beause
you knov what yu want, but they dan't
know. They dan't know what to gie you.So
you dant get anything. You dant hawe the
communication right, dont understand ezh
other It happened to meSo thats wty |
said,a lot of people mbaby trying to buy
samething and the just dot buy it,
beause thg dont know how to sg, “l want
this,” and“W hat’s this?”

| think a lot of Mexians hag problems
like that.| think it is realy tough br them,

beause thg do hae a job and make so

much money a veek.But then afer that it's
like being in jail,beause thg ¢go bak
home--. | hawe friends,they told me that
they went to the gocely stoe and buydod.
When they go to pa at the ash egisterif
they hawe like $100put they hawe five $20
bills, they try not to @ over 20 bu&s,
beause if thg tel them the total is $45 the
wont understand.They wont know how
much to give the perso. So thats realy sal.
How about if it @es @er $20 and s $21?
| know thers a lot of people that arstil
like that,bec@use ther ae stil a lot of nav
people cming from Mexica And they're

not aways able to g out with a fiend.
Sometimes theffiend is busy

SPEAKING DUTCH

Alice Sayd: My whole family spdke

Pennsyvania Geman also knan as
Pennsyvania Dutch. The two tems ae

interchangeable When | was little thg al

spke Rennsyvania Dutch. | leamed to
understand it beause when | wasve, the

neighbor dildren, their family only spde

Pennsyvania Dutch. And so in plging with

those dildren | also stded speaking
D utch.

Our paents didrt speak it to us and
the reasa was — it was my mothisrirst
languag — and when sheemt to stool,
which was in about 192%pu stil had the
aftermath of World War I. And her shook
teacher hal a wle, when yu set 6ot on the
sdool gound:No Pennsyvania Dutch! So
she hd a \ery had time her frst few years
in sdool. And so as aesult,when the
spke the dialect in the hoe they didrnit
speak it to my sister and niut we pided
it up ary way. All my relatives spke it,both
sets of pants s spke Rennsyvania Dutch
and so whener wed visit them o a
Sunday, that's the languagthat was spgen.
Every Sunday we would visit my Man's
parents.They ha a little gocer stoe and
of course when & were thee eeryone
would speak @nnsyvania Dutch. To me
today, | find the dialect delightful and enje
able and | often think maybe the easa it's
so dear to me is baase of those pleasant
childhood memoies.

FAMI LY TAVERN IN MI NERSVILLE
Emil Simalejka:l got maried in’'58 and |
taught r a little bit in our gade stool and
drove stool bus ér two yearsThen in 1959
| bought a bar@eom and | hal the bar oom
until 1976, raised my dur kids in the bar
They were al good kids. We alled it
M&K ’s,M for Emil and K fbr Katheine.

We hal a petty good business they
we hal steaks to lobster taildams.and dif
ferent ethnic bodsWe hal city chicken and
pierogiesKatheine and my mother used to
make pieogies gery week.At that time we
were getting a dolar and a quaer a daen.
That'’s a lot of verk.

Theyd stat on a Wednesdga making
the doughpoiling the potatoesnaking the



potato badk with dheese in thenThen Thursday theyd put them togther pinch them
together And Friday wet boil them and sethem.We sold both deepried and boiled,
about 80 daen erery Fiday. That's what thg used to make

People used to aoe from al around the neighbdrood with cantainersthree four,
five daen at a timeThey came fom Fradville, from Pottsville, from Schuylkill Haven.
| had one guy used to oee from Schuylkill Haven to buy ive dazen every Friday.

HUNGER PANGS FOR ETH NIC FO OD
Ted Blok:l was mised inTamajua abwee the stoe.The synagogue inTamaua at oe
time was aeny viable active cangregation, be@use thex was a decent sidevish con-
munity in Tamajua,as thee were in al of these tavns aound hee.That stated to dis
sipate in the lat&0s.| retumed toTamajua in'59 and to& aver my dal's businessie
retired.

| think people ae geneally interested in the ethnicjt of the couny. They hawe fes
tivals al over. Lithuanian Day jammed up the p&raround hee. And they would hae a
zillion people out thex,and people Ieed it.1 think it would be a god move to build m
that. My wifes gandmother didit want to be agthing but an American.And there was
a time when most peoplelf that wa. Now people a kind of poud.To build a that
is not wong. | think it makes sense

| think the ethnicity would tum out to be another spe in the wheel that wuld
draw moe people inl dont know if it would be @ a egular basifut probaby in the
form of Heritage Days.People cae bak. This year the had 10,000 people in the ven.
They were shoulder to shoulder in the sétsThe place was jammed.

It’s funry,theres cetain foods that gerybody daims ae theirsThe only thing dif-
ferent is the nameSo up hee they hae bleeniesBleenies | think a& potato panekes.
But every group has a difrent name ér them.And theres piepgiesThey’re \ery good.
People like that stufit’s al under the heding of what-gandma-mee and people et
hunger pangsdr it every so ofen.All of a suddengu sg, “l want that” You gt a taste
for it. And it reminds wu of a better daand a happday. SO people want it.

ETH NIC DIVE RSITY EVENT AT PENN STATE

Georgine Bdrik: About 25 years ag my cousin fphen and | decided to evk with
other inteested people to orgamia cultual diversily event at the Bnn Sate Campus.
At that time in huylkill County thele was wide-sjgiad antagnism amag the difer-
ent dhurches and peopleer deept divided and suspicious afi@anotherWe felt that
by shamg our traditions of dance and sg and the difacts of our diférent faiths ve
could begin to rak davn sane of the tannishnessSo we organied and gt the word
out to al the different churches jnviting people of diférent faiths to bing their heitage
to the ampus or a nulti-cultural celebation. We displged the atifacts people lmught
and ha pamglets mae up o eah tradition.

People ame fom al over, bringing their ethnic éods,costumes and danced|
who @ame seemed Wiihg to shae what thg knewv about their hatage with everyone
else No one held bek. The dildren were moe open than the dults, playing eah
others gamesjancing eeh others danceghe Ukrainian danceslavish dancesolish
dancesThey wouldnit let the alults sit bak. Theyd go into the audience anda&p sone-
body and dance with theragmebody thg didn't know. Theres sanething about danc
ing and singing that lings people togther

My Mom used to haw an old sgng: “W hen yu singwhen yu danceyou pry
twice to God!Your dances arblessingghey mean a god hawest,a hawvest of men.
These things &n bing people to God.l think my mother wasight. | saw it at vork in
our celebations.

The kids vere the mes who bought ereryone together They made us dlproud of
our heitage.There were 33 diferent gioups paticipating with ats and atifacts.l wish
| could get involved again in anwent like that vould help people understand insdeat
condemning me another
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